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manifest at Majuba Hill against a meaner foe.    But
tlie colonists had also reaped signal advantage from
tlie  encouragements   of   the  British   Parliamentary
Opposition.    If the King of France gave " aid," the
English Opposition gave perpetual ci comfort " to the
^nemies of the King of England.    It was a fruit of
the English party system which was to reappear,
amid much greater public clangers, in the Peninsular
War ; and the revelation of domestic facts, the asser-
tion of domestic weakness, were to assist the arms of
a military tyrant, as they had assisted the colonists
fighting  for  independence.     Various observations7
in the " Federalist" on the truculence of party spirit
may be suspected of having been prompted by the
recollection of what an Opposition can do.   But there
could be no open reference to this in its pages j and,
on the whole, it cannot but be suspected that the
fewness of the appeals to British historical examples
had its cause in their unpopularity.    The object of
Madison, Hamilton, and Jay was to persuade their
countrymen;   and the appeal to British experience
would only have provoked prejudice and repulsion.
I hope, however, to show that the Constitution of the
United States  is  coloured  throughout by political
ideas of British origin, and that it is in reality a
version of the British Constitution, as it must have
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